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days after my arrival in New Orleans I received information that the Director of the United States Mint, upon the appearance of the U. S. Fleet, had fled up the Red River with Governor T. 0. Moore and a portion of the Mint and some of the New Orleans Banks.
That he had deposited with Samuel Smith & Co., Bankers, whose place of business was next door to the Canal Bank and banking house, $50,000 of the specie which belonged to the United States. Upon further examination, it appeared that the Mint Director, finding the silver [too] bulky to carry away, had placed a large sum with Smith & Co., who had loaned it, or a portion of it, to the Canal Bank, which during some days just before the taking of the City of New Orleans had been redeeming its circulation in specie. That this silver had been paid out by the Bank to its customers and bill-holders.
That Samuel Smith & Co. have received for specie $50,000 in gold in two kegs, either from the Director or the Bank, which, being simply in exchange for the money of the United States, was of course the property of the United States, Smith & Co. having this idea of concealing the stolen specie of the United States. Thereupon I caused Samuel Smith & Co. to be brought before me for examination, and in the most solemn manner he denied as well the exchange of the silver as the possession of the gold or silver; knew not where there was any concealed or conveyed away, owned that his books would show that he had no gold of any amount. I ordered his books and papers to be seized and examined. Finding upon his books, which had been altered and erased for the occasion, that his firm had a quantity of gold, although by no means the amount of $50,000, and feeling sure of my information, I ordered Smith to be sent to Fort Jackson. Smith thereupon confessed that the whole story theretofore had been a lie, and that he had bricked up in the air space between his safe and the wall of his counting house a large amount of gold and silver. Upon sending there we found the two kegs of $25,000 each we were in search of, and some bags of gold and silver amounting to some $14 or $17,000 more, some of which corresponded with some of the entries on Smith's & Go's books, I thereupon seized the specie and held it for the use of the Government. Afterwards Mr. Jacob Barker applied to me for a hearing upon the question of property, and whether there was no probable cause for holding this gold as the prop-